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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Exchange agreement signed with Italian university
Participants in a new faculty exchange hope the agreement helps foster a
global view of politics.
President Mark A. Murray traveled with a Grand Valley delegation to
Perugia, Italy, in mid-October to sign an exchange agreement with the
University of Perugia. The faculty exchange is between the universities '
political science departments and also extends to students . The host
cities, Perugia and Grand Rapids, have been sister cities since 1993 .
John Constantelos, associate professor of political science, spent much
of last year helping develop the exchange.
"Every time I would pass the sister city sign at the entrance to Grand
Rapids, I wanted to do something like this," he said. "Plus, I have an
interest in European Union politics."
As does his counterpart, Carlo Focarelli , Perugia professor of international law. Focarelli arrived in Grand Rapids last week for a two-week stay.
"In international law, it's very useful and very important to sound out
what people around the world think ," he said. "One cannot confine
himself to the thoughts of a specific country."
During his visit to Grand Valley, Focarelli visited several international
relations classes and gave a campus-wide lecture on international law
and the Iraq War.
A GVSU professor will travel to Perugia in May. The Italian university

Across Campus

Photo courtesy of Henry Matthews

President Mark A. Murray and Rector Francesco Bistoni, from the
University of Perugia, sign exchange agreement papers at the Italian
university Looking on are President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers and
Nancy Lubbers.

was established in 1308; Focarelli said it has one of the country's oldest
political science departments, founded in the 1920s.
City of Grand Rapids representatives joined the Grand Valley delegation
in Italy, where they renewed the sister cities agreement.

···-------------------------ed by those directly benefiting - the students .
Their leadership in the statewide budgeting
process was unparalleled , and we thank them for
their devotion to higher education."

Student Senate thanks
legislators for budget help
Grand Valley's Student Senate recognized
state legislators - Sen. Mike Goschka and
Reps . Barbara Vanderveen and David Farhat
- for their support of the university during
the statewide budget process at an October 9
meeting in the Kirkhof Center.
As chair of the Senate Higher Education
appropriations subcommittee, Goschka was
instrumental in the adoption of a funding plan
that enabled Grand Valley to reduce by more
than half the tuition rate hike previously
adopted by its Board of Trustees.
"College students truly care about our education and it is comforting to know that we have
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Computer students aid
community organizations

Student Senate President Rachael Voorhees
talks with state Sen. Mike Goschka at a dinner following an October 9 senate meeting.

legi slators like Mike Goschka who are willing
to help us realize our dreams ," said Rachael
Voorhees, president of the Student Senate. "The
Student Senate feels it is important that legislators advocating for higher education are reward-

Grand Valley computer students are using
their senior projects to help Grand Rapids
area non-profit organizations solve their
computer problems.
More than 30 students are assisting Habitat for
Humanity, the Children's Museum and Grand
Rapids Community Media Center, according
to Roger Ferguson , associate professor of
computer science.
continued on page 2
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Across Campus
Ron Garrett, FTLC assistant director, said the award was created with
help from the Information Technology department to give visibility to
outstanding projects and faculty members. Up to two awards of $750 will
be awarded annually.

continued from page 1
Tom Kale said his
group is building a
database for the
Children's Museum
that will help keep
track of field trips
and group visits.
"Everyone on my
team is grateful for
this opportunity to
work with a nonprofit organization," Kale said.
"We get to make a
difference and
leave our footprint
with an organization

The nomination deadline is December 1. Nominating forms must be sent
to the nominee's dean 's office. Garrett said the sponsoring division or
school will then supply supporting information to the award committee by
February 1. The award is not confidential , but self-nominations will not
be accepted.
Nomination forms are available at the FTLC office; request one by e-mail
at ftlc@gvsu.edu or by phone at xl3498 .

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

At left, Roger Ferguson, computer science professor, stands next to students Tom Kale and Tina
Ehlizevak.

that plays such a great role in the community."

Tina Ehlizevak is working on a team to create an application for Habitat
for Humanity that tracks the houses the organization builds or renovates.
'Tm really happy that we're doing this ," she said. "One of the exciting
things about this is being able to help people while learning at the same
time. It's also great to be creating an application that is actually going to
be used."
Ferguson said former students Shawn Varner and Stuart Berman helped
him develop the project. Dirk Koning, director of the Community Media
Center, helped students and Ferguson contact non-profit organizations.

FTLC announces new faculty award
To highlight best practice examples of teaching with technology, the Pew
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center announces a new award and seeks
nominations from students, alumni and faculty and staff members.
The Pew Teaching with Technology award recognizes faculty who use
technology in ways that are pedagogically sound, innovative or have been
disseminated throughout the university.
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GVFaces

LEAD students on campus
for Homecoming
Vanessa Greene,
former Continuing
Education student
services coordinator, is pictured
helping LEAD
2005 participants
with a football
pifiata prior to
Grand Valley's
homecoming game
on October 4.
GVSU is an eduPhoto courtesy of Vanessa Greene
cation partner
involved in LEAD, LEAD students enjoy a picnic in the Kirkhof Center
prior to the homecoming football game.
which prepares
students (class of
2005) at Bunker Middle School in Muskegon for college or vocational
school.
Greene coordinated a pre-game picnic and football tickets for LEAD students. Greene was recently named director of Multicultural Affairs at
Hope College.

···-------------------------

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in session and

Bonnie Marshall,
Academic Resource Center

incorporate cultures
into her classes.

It didn't faze Bonnie Marshall when the Grand
Rapids Irish folk band, "Mackintosh and Company,"
showed up to perform for her class.

"We're branching
out more and more ,
focusing on the
values , perceptions,
history, creative
expression and social
life of various cultures and sub-cultures in the United
States ," she said.

biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221.
Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative

The band 's appearance was arranged by students
who led a presentation on Irish-Americans .
Marshall, who teaches Diversity in the United States
sections , said her classes are "very hands-on ."

action/equal opportunity institution.

"I have been so impressed by how creative and
innovative my students have been," she said.
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online
publication , on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

Marshall has worked at GVSU since 1999. She
earned a master 's degree from Western Michigan
University in communication with an emphasis in
multicultural communication and diversity issues.
Marshall was also a graduate assistant at WMU's
Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations .
Outside of work, Marshall immerses herself in
different cultures. Having recently visited England,
Ireland , Scotland and Wales, she is currently
planning a trip to Australia. She said she strives to

Bonnie Marshall

"I always encourage my students to remember that
diversity is more than black and white issues."

GV Faces
Help us tell the interesting stories behind Grand
Valley by nominating someone for a profile.
E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu , with names
and contact information.
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What's Ahead
Clothesline Project targets
violence against women

Johnson Center leader
tells her story

welcome to listen and bring a lunch . The series
continues on November 17 with a talk by
Wendy Wenner.

"You can batter my body, but you can't touch
my spirit" is the concept behind the Clothesline
Project presented this week on the Allendale,
Holland and Grand Rapids campuses.

Margaret Sellers Walker will talk about her
life's journey in the next "Her Story" presentation, held at noon Wednesday in the De Vos
Center, room 107C.

Art lecture focuses on new
Center for Health Sciences

The project, a visual display calling attention to
the problem of violence against women, consists of T-shirts decorated to commemorate victims of violence. Like the close-knit neighborhoods of the past where women would meet
over backyard fences while hanging their
laundry, the T-shirts will be hung on clotheslines in the Kirkhof Center lobby and the
Holland Meijer Campus student lounge
Monday through Wednesday, and in the student
lounge of the De Vos Center Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Walker, associate
director of Grand
Valley's Johnson
Center for
Philanthropy and
Nonprofit Leadership ,
was previously the
assistant city manager
for the City of Grand
Rapids. She has also
served on and continues to help lead the
boards of several
major agencies and
corporations.

The shirts have been provided by the Center for
Women in Transition, a Holland agency, and by
GVSU students.
Students may decorate their own shirts in honor
of a survivor of violence. Free shirts will be
available in the Kirkhof Center.

The De Vos Art Lecture Series, in its fifth installation , will highlight the significant collection of
art installed in the Cook-De Vos Center for
Health Sciences in downtown Grand Rapids.
The lecture and slide presentation will be led by
Henry Matthews, director of galleries and collections at Grand Valley. Matthews will share
the procedures the President's Arts Advisory
Committee used to select the more than 350
works on display in the new building.
Margaret Sellers
Walker

The Her Story series, sponsored by the
Women's Center and Women's Commission,
was designed to give the Grand Valley community an opportunity to learn more about women
in leadership roles at the university. Everyone is

The presentation takes place Thursday, October
30, at the Loosemore Auditorium , De Vos Center.
It begins with a reception at 5 p.m. , followed by
the lecture at 5:30 p.m. and a wine and cheese
reception at 6:30 p.m. Music for the receptions
will be provided by GVSU music students.
The De Vos Art Lectures are open to the public
and free; no reservations necessary. Call
x12564 for more information.

Six playwrights make
The Marriage of True Minds·

1

Six local playwrights recently accepted a Shakespearean challenge: to
pen a one-act play based on one of the Bard's sonnets. The result of
their work is an original collage titled "The Marriage of True Minds,"
the final event in the 2003 Shakespeare Festival.
The six 20-rninute acts combine to present a fully-staged play that is
alternately hilarious, melancholy, erotic, absurd, and tragic.
Performances are at 7:30 p.m. on October 30, 31, and November 1 and
at 2 p.m. on November 2 in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing
Arts Center.
Admission is $12 general public, $10 for faculty and staff, and $6 for all
students. To receive the discount, tickets must be purchased through the
LAT Box Office, xl2300 . Due to adult language and situations, the play
is not suitable for young children.
The one-act plays and their authors are "Blunt the Lion's Paws" by
G.M. (Bud) Thompson; "Matt & Meg" by Grand Valley alumna Tanya
Eby; "Equity" by alumnus John Rich of Grand Rapids; "God Among
Geeks" by writing major Tori Schroeder; "If This Be Error, No Man
Ever Loved" by Jimm Sommerfeldt; and "A Rose is a Rose" by former
GVSU writing professor Bob Mayberry.

The ensemble cast for 'The Marriage of True Minds,' which runs
Oct. 30-Nov. 2 in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, is pictured.

They are connected by an original music score composed by Grand
Valley student Garret Bielaniec and a reading of the Shakespeare sonnet
on which each play is based . The company of actors includes 20 GVSU
students and two alumni, directed by theater major Trinity Bird.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Jim Van Sickle, affiliate instructor of writing,
was interviewed by WWMT-TV about being
the parent of a soldier in Iraq and about his
reaction to Congressman Pete Hoekstra 's presentation to parents about his trip to Iraq .
Anton Tolman , assistant professor of psychology, was interviewed by the San Antonio ExpressNews for a story about domestic violence.

Patrick Colgan, assistant professor of geology,
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press for
a story about locating lost grave sites in
Muskegon County with geophysical methods.
Arnie Smith Alexander, director of TRIO , was
interviewed by WOOD-TV8 about her trip to
an Indian reservation and her plans to attract
more Native American students to campus.
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu.

Sketches
Carl Ruetz , assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, presented a seminar,
titled "Top-Down Control by Fish in Stream
Food Webs," to the Department of Biological
Sciences at Eastern Michigan University.
John Harper Philbin , associate professor of
communications, had a film that he directed,
"The Freezer Jesus ," accepted at the 18th
continued on page 4
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC.
Call x13484 for more information.

General Events

Thurs., Oct. 30

Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

8:30-2:30 p.m.: VAGTC Program, "Foreign
Exchange." 303C DEV. Call xl6811 for more
information.

Mon., Oct. 27-Wed., Oct. 29
All Day: Women's Center, Center for Women in
Transition and FORGE co-sponsor the
Clothesline Project: You Can Batter My
Body, But You Can't Touch My Spirit.

5:30 p.m.: De Vos Art Lecture Series. Henry
Matthews, director of galleries and collections at GVSU, will talk about the artwork
displayed in the Cook-De Vos Center for
Health Sciences. Loosemore Auditorium ,
DEV. Call xl2564 for more information.

Mon.-Wed., exhibition displays in KC lobby,
Allendale, and Student Lounge, Holland
Campus .

7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance,
"The Marriage of True Minds." LAT, PAC.
Call xl2300 for more information.

Tues. and Wed ., exhibition displays in Student
Lounge , DEV.

Fri., Oct. 31

All Day Mon.-Wed., create a T-shirt as a survivor or friend of a survivor of violence.
161 KC. Call xl2748 for more information.

Wed., Oct. 29

1-2:30 p.m.: FTLC Seminar, "Why Bother
Responding to Student Papers?" 142 KC. Call
xl3498 for more information.
5-6 p.m.: Career Services Workshop, "Strategies
That Produce Job Offers." Holland Meijer
Campus. Call xl3311 for more information .
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. The
Perugino String Quartet with pianist Aviram
Reichert. LAT, PAC. Call x 13484 for more
information.

Sports

8:30-10:30 a.m.: Human Resources Leadership
Development Program, "Legal Issues for
Faculty and Administrative/Professional Staff
Members." 215/216 KC . Call xl2215 for
more information.

Tues., Oct. 28
7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration, "An Evening with
Helen Thomas and Suzanne Geha."
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call xl2180
for more information.

Mon., Nov. 3

Home events only

Fri., Oct. 31
7 p.m .: Volleyball hosts Northwood University.

7:30 p.m .: Shakespeare Festival Performance,
"The Marriage of True Minds." LAT, PAC.
Call xl2300 for more information.

Sat., Nov. 1

Sat., Nov. 1

1 p.m.: Swimming and Diving against Alma
College.

7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance,
"The Marriage of True Minds." LAT, PAC.
Call xl2300 for more information.

4 p.m.: Volleyball against Saginaw Valley State.

Sun., Nov. 2

Mon., Nov. 3

3-5 p.m.: FTLC Seminar, "Designing a Course
to Maximize Learning ." 215/216 KC. Call
xl3498 for more information.

2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Performance, "The
Marriage of True Minds." LAT, PAC. Call
xl2300 for more information.

7:30 p.m .: Men's Basketball. Sugar Mel All
Stars Exhibition at Grand Valley.

3:30-5 p.m .: Allendale Toastmasters Club
Meeting. Meadows. Call xl2204 to RSVP or
for more information .

2 p.m.: Guest Artist Series . Technology in
Practicing featuring Brian Kilp, professor of
horn and theory at Indiana State University.

12 noon: Women's Center, and Women 's
Commission sponsor "Her Story," featuring
Margaret Sellers-Walker. 107C DEV. Call
xl2748 for more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 3
Annual Fort Lauderdale International Film
Festival.

Patrick M. Colgan, assistant professor of geology, presented a paper, titled "Past and Present
Glacier Extent in the Tanggula Shan of the
Qinghai-Tibet, China," at the XVI International
Quaternary Association Congress in Reno,
Nevada.
Steve Glass, associate professor of movement
science, will serve as co-editor of a new textbook , titled The American College of Sports
Medicine Metabolic Calculations Handbook.
Ginny Peterson, assistant professor of geology,
is the co-author of an article, titled " Integrating

7 p.m .: Football hosts Mercyhurst.

···------------------------

Investigation Across the Geology and Physics
Curricula Using the Cullowhee Creek
Environmental Field Station, Western Carolina
University," published in the Journal of
Geoscience Education.
Geology faculty members Jonathan Burr and
Ginny Peterson were co-authors of an article,
titled "A Collaborative Field-Laboratory
Summer Research Experiences for
Undergraduates (REU) Program in
Geosciences," published in the Council on
Undergraduate Research Quarterly.

Fred Martino, WGVU news and public affairs
manager, conducted a workshop, titled "Media
Education Campaigns," at the Sound Partners
Conference in Austin , Texas .

Frances McCrea, professor of sociology, wrote
a chapter for a book, Health and Health Care as
Social Problems. She also presented a paper
titled "What If?: Thought Experiments in
Sociology," at the 98th annual meeting of the
American Sociological Association.
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, participated in a
research expedition onboard the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 's
Laurentiano and explored submerged sinkholes
in Thunder Bay, Lake Huron .
Will Dickinson , assistant professor of mathematics, and a student published the solution to
Problem 168 in an issue of Math Horizans.

